RELIGIOUS POLICY OF THE ARABS                    15
in this victory " ; and Dozy adds : " This phenomenon
appears at first a striking mystery, especially when we
know that the new religion was not imposed on any-
body."1 In fact, the Islamic doctrines were based, from
the beginning, on the principles of tolerance and res-
pect of creeds and conscience, especially towards Jews
and Christians, i.e, the followers of Revealed Books
acknowledged by Islam. Christianity and Judaism
were, at the time the Arabian Prophet appeared and
Islam emerged from the desert, embraced by the majo-
rity in many of the lands conquered by the Arabs ;
tribute (Jiziya) was all that the new religion imposed
on non-Muslims, in order to preserve the liberty of
their creeds and rites. This privilege was first
limited to Jews and Christians, but was soon accord-
ed, in the time of the Prophet himself, to the followers
of other creeds such as the tribes of "Bahrein" whose
majority was Zoroastrian. In the time of Othman, the
third Caliph, this privilege was also accorded to the
Berbers of Africa then conquered, and were allowed
to enjoy similar rights as Christians and Zoroastrians.
It appears that paganism then prevailed among the
Berber tribes. It was certainly their religion before
the Roman conquest, but since then Rome imposed
Christianity on them ; and since the fourth century
Christianity prevailed among the peoples of Africa.
It also appears that, at the time of Muslim conquest,
many tribes adopted Judaism.2 Religious tolerance
was, however, applied to all conquered peoples, although
they comprised many societies. " In order to be a world
power," says Goldziher, " Islam adopted an ingenious
policy. In the early ages it was not necessary to
embrace it. The Unitarians, or those who follow
the institutions of the Revealed Books, such as Jews,
Christians and Zoroastrians, were able, on payment of
personal tribute [Jiziya], to enjoy liberty of faith as
well as the protection of the Muslim State. It was
not the duty of Islam to penetrate into their souls, but